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- set for Tuesday

"*ing, wait until next time.

- location at 707 SOuth Boulivard.

'lawyer, an’ cngmeer,
~and an appraiser in an eﬂ’ort to over-

“ hall,

Cow e

66‘-;

Bzg Four say Yes,
Plan Commission No
to LP tank permit;
‘showdown hearing

by Mike O*Connell .
Baraboo Sun
If you didn’t see or hear much to

‘write home about in last week’s 19-
"minute televised city council meet-

“Tuesday’s 7 p.m. show shouldbe a || -
lot better. It will include,a public |
hearing on the Vernon Hohl request |§

for & conditional use permit for liquid |J§ -

propane "tanks “at ‘his ‘new business

- Hohl will -be represen ted by a
P installer

nioge importantly, ke says, to ﬁnd )
out. who really. calls the.shots at city

‘fho s in charge here"”

“They tell you what you should do,
where you should go, and then they
change the rules,” said Hohl. o

The conditional use question’ fell
into the hands of the Ccity Plan
Commission, a quasi-governmental
assemblage consisting of the Mayor
Dean Steinhorst, city council member
Harold - Platt, and - citizens Gretchen
Viney, John Exo, Leo Gnll and Al
Follendorf,

“You give them everything they
want, and then Viney sits there and says
she doesn't like it,” said Hohl.

On January 20 the committee voted
unanimously for the second time to
deny the permit, citing reasons of safe-
ty, aesthetics, incompatible land . use,
potential decline in neighborhood prop-
erty values and proximity to another LP
 establishment, Redigas. ’
Prior -to Jan.-20._the commission
received -letters in opposition to Hohl
from William Wiese of the Carpet
Shoppe and James Weickgenant of
Welckgenant Accounting.

The permit is also opposed by Tee
. Hoppe of Glacier Valley Ford.

Should the council overturn the Plan
Commission  recommendation -

Hohl told the Sun he had been given

“assurances last summer by the mayor, the
city administrator, the city engineer and the -

city building inspector that he could do what
he wanted on the former Pate ‘orchard prop-
erty; zoned B-3. His packet-of correspon-
dence with city officials bears this out.

“If these guys don’t have the decision-
makmg ‘power, they -shouldn’t be signing
letters," said Hohl. “Maybe this thing can at

you talk to to get somelhlﬂg‘ done in- clty‘

government?™”

Hohl said he first picked out a parcel in’

the Devils Lake Industrial Park, only to be
told afterward that LP tanks would not be an
allowed use there. Then he says a city offi-
cial gave him the name and. phone number

of the party who sold him the-ten acres :

zoned B-3 on South B,oulevarq, and Terry

oflast yéar

city zon_mg administrator, _and he has indi-

~cated thal 'your business would be an allow-

able use in-the B-3 district.”
Hohl bought the land, cleared five acres
of old orchard, and’set up offices in a con-

verted ‘house on the ‘property. But some- -

where along the line someone decided he
would have to gét a:eondmonal use permit.

In 1979 Vernon Hohl and Francis Hohl
began a grain business which was their
first retail endeavor. Semis were pur-

" | chased, and Hohl Trucking was incorpo-
Tated, :

Shortly thereafter, they built a ware-
house on Highway 33 between Portage
and Baraboo. This grew over the next few
years to include a feed mill, fertilizer plant

"| and inventories of various other farm sup-

plies. In 1984 propane gas was added to
the list of products and services available
from Hohl’s Farm Supply, Inc.

In 1996, Vernon and Francis decided to
divide the ownership of the company.
Hohl's Farm Supply, Inc., now owned by

- | Francis Hohl, continues to sell the feed,
. | fertilizer, hardware and other farm sup-

plies. Hohl’s Propane was incorporated by
mon Hohl and now controls the propane
rtion of the business and assets, servic-
ng customers in Adams, Sauk, Columbia,

Marquette, Dane and Juneau Counties.

"~ Hohl’s Propane, Inc.
Bmef history and plan
~ for reorganization
and relocation

‘Vernon is looking for a five-acre parcel
to relocate the propane business. His plan
is to build an office building and a
garage/shop building. Within the five-acre
parcel there will also be argas for the bulk
storage tanks, small tanks, a fill station,
and parking for the delivery bobtail, ser-
vice trucks, and cars. ’

The small fill station for 20# gnll tanks
and cylinders will generate some walk-in
retail sales, and Vernon is considering a
small showroom of gas appliances within
the office bulldlng as many propane cus-
tomers inquire about and expect this ser-
vice.

The relocation must be completed this
summer, and Vernon is anxious to break
ground as soon as possible as there i is
much to do.

. Hohl’s Propane currently employs four

people full-time and two to three more are
seasonal.

<+ ¥ stranger things have happened — Hohl
would still have to go through the regular
state L.P. permit process, which he says is
really the best-test of the fitness of his pro--
posal.

In our Sunday night conversation, Hohl's
tone of voice was more one of bewilderment
than anger.

“Do you know how tlungs wcrk"" in cnty .
government; he asked. .

““No, I don’t,” I replied.

VHeazlth Care Center

| ment was made when the Sauk County board.

| closer to her home. :
During her tenure several major improve-

e ———————
et e e e e i Ao e

Yamriska to leave

by Jeff Seering -
Sauk Coun News Semce s

. Amy Yamriska, admxm trator at the Sauk

years, will ‘be resigning
new_job. as -administrator. of the Columbla
County Heaith Care Ceniet. That ‘announce-’

met Tuesday in Baraboo.. . -

Speaking to the board, Yaimifiska said the
decision to leave was hard- A primary reason
she-is making the move is that she is expect-
ing another- child and’would like to work

ments have been made at the Health Care’
Center, mcludmg the starting of a new-
Alzheimer's unit. The Health Care Center
has’ also received “no citation” Jnspections
the .past two years. The. annual operating
deficit at SCHCC is a topic of frequent coun-
ty board discussion. .

While Yamriska is leavmg, another. new
county department head was introduced.
Patrick - Glynn, formerly - the Marquette
County administrator-coordinator, was intro-
duced to the board, which unammously
approved . his hiring as the -new county
Human Resources director. He replaces Mike
Wolfe, who resigned late last year.

) An’ appralsal haxheen- completect on.Sauk "

_Tuesday morning.

- The propeny has ‘also been mentioned as a |
home of Sauk County Animal Shelter.

County shop
property

.| worth only

$1 7 mllllon"

by Jeff Seering
Sauk County Ngws S ce

County’s West Barahoo highway shop prop- |
erty, county adniifiistrator-coordinator Géne
Wiegand ‘told the Sauk County board on|

The appraisal for the 55-acre property, |
which has been the subject of much specula-
tion concerning its future commercial devel- |
opment potential in recent years, came inata|’
little under $1.7 mxlhqn, Wiegand said.

At that price, he said the cost of relocating
the highway shop, sheriff’s garage and other |
county facilities at the site to a new. location
would be cost prohibitive, unless the county
gotan extremely generous offer. “My feeling |
is it would not generate enough revenue to |
replace “the structures that are there,”
Wiegand said of a possnble sale of the prop-

Cﬁyt
potential county jail sitc as well as the fure

—
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- propane

facility

JULIA LAMBERT
.NEWS REPUBLIC

BARABOO — Plans’ by Hohl's

Propane Inc. to build a propane
facility are on hold after the city .

planning commission Tuesday
cited public safety in denying a
conditional use permit. . -

Plans include a large propane
- tank and about 30 smaller tanks
on 10 acres of land west of
Glacier Valley Ford-Mercury and
-behind Casey’s General Store on
South Boulevard.

‘This. is the second time a per-.

mit was denied. In November,
- after a public hearing, a. permit
w?ys denied on the advice of the
‘city attorney, according to' Jeff
Clark, Hohl’s attorney. -

“The ‘primary concerns. of the
fire department and neighbors
were gafety-related, and we have
addressed those concerns and

said.

Clark said an accident from
propane, “in a well-designed
fac1hty, is less hkely than being
mgured by riding in a car, flying

in a plane or being struck by

lightning.” .

MSA engineer. Gil Hantzsch
presented updated plans show-
ing improvements suggested by

ment and which ablde by state
and local law; .-
“Theres, supposed to be a mini-

mum of 50 feet separation from -

houses, and .tanks are located
100 feet' from one neighbor and
150-175 feét from another neigh-
bor,” Hantzsch said. “There will
}:)he a sallx -foot high fence-around
e valves of the 1 eta.nk,
which can be locked. »
Current plans allow for the
storage of 30 smaller tanks, but
more could be stored on other
parts of the land, he said.
Hantzsch said there would be
two roads to ensure emergency
equipment access, one from
South" Boulevard and one from
Pate Street. A 40-foot turn-

around for emergency vehicles is -

no problem because semi-tractor
trailers .using ‘the ‘facility need
more reom tha.n that.

Please see PHOPANE, Page 2

:reduced flow shoul

PROPANE

; From Page 1

" Afireh; drantw uldbel ted--
v e ton - bors and the fire départment axid

within 350 feet of the tanks,
Hantzsch said; but flow require-
ments of 1, 500 gallons - per
minute can’t be met because the
city can provide only 1,327 g. p.n.

The fire department said the
't be a prob-
lem in an emergency situation.
The * water department said
upping the flow ‘would be fairly
expensive unless further develop-
ment warranted it in the future. -

- Lee . Hoppe . of ‘Glacier Valley
said children from a nearby trail-

--er park would not be deterred-by
Sa sxx-foot fence, ven 1f 1t’s lock

able ‘

““They would climb nght over
. the fence;” Hoppe said, adding a
. leak from tampering or another-
‘reason would flow down to his.
' property .and -to- Teel Plastics.

“Extensive leaks or kids tamper-
ing with the valves could cause a
real catastrophe.” .

Hoppe " suggested a lockmg

- worked with the fire department 1 mechanism for the valve on the

and Mid-State Associates;” Clark. ~1arge tank in addition to the

fence. p
" “I'm not opposed to the facility,

but in a high population area, it

needs more safeguards,” Hoppe
said. o
Two other businesses — a car-

" pet store and an accountant —

. also registered opposition to the
. residents sand the -fire depart-

facility by letter.

Hantsch said goverriment regu-
lations now favor letting propane
gas disperse to a less dangerous
concentration instead of trying to

keep it contained by building a

‘them, but the  facility will be safe,

‘lj"

 facility na depressmn?:“ puthﬂg &
: _' abermup.

Clark said the’ Hohl ‘compa y |

““has made a concerted: effort” fo.

meet the requirements :

to accommodate state and: lochl
restrictions. The .safety - conc rns
may have common sensé behmd

and there’s no proof of. devaluia

tion of property

Accidents happen in many

types of businesses, Clark said. |

“Industrial. or other busmesses
have tanks, and in- Madlson

" recently, a forkhft started. a fire.

You can’t plan- agamst every_- :

thing,” he said. :
Extenswe dmcussmn continued

among comm1ss1on memhers, P

department and the city attomey
about! water hydrants access
roads able'to handle emergenéy
equlpment allocation of costs for

water main ‘extensions and

" requiring a lock on tank valves,

all of which Clark agreed to..
Commissioner John -Exo said

he appreciated the Hohl' compa-

ny’s presentatlon but said the

facility is still “a threat to pubhc e

health”
Then, a motion was made to
deny the conditional use permit.
The motion cited the facility
would not be compatible with -
adjacent  neighbors, would
impede .orderly development
because the parcel is so large and
presents various safety problems.
The vote to deny the permit was
unanimous. -
-The company has the optlon'to
appeal the decision to the
Baraboo Common Council.. i

¥
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T-Day in Washington and Madison,
and the “T” doesn’t stand for
Thanksgiving. .

In Congress as well as the Wisconsin
Legislature today, bills dealing with
property rights and the so-called
“takings” clause of the U.S. Constitution
will come under scrutiny by federal and
state committees.

The federal bill should be stopped in
its tracks and five state bills should be
laid aside until the public has a fair
chance to comment.

B In the case of the federal bill (HR
1534), members of the Senate Judiciary
Committee should reverse the House of
Representatives and leave most land-
use and zoning decisions at the local
level. Fortunately, both Wisconsin
senators, Herb Kohl and Russ Feingold,
sit on Judiciary and have indicated
their disapproval of HR 1534’s reverse
federalism.

The bill is designed to allow
landowners and developers involved in
disputes over local restrictions on land
— principally zoning regulations — to
leapfrog their local appeals processes
and sue immediately in federal court.

Promoters of this legislation see it as
a way for landowners to protect their
constitutional rights to property, which
are within the purview of federal
courts. The foundation for their belief
lies in the Constitution’s Fifth
Amendment, which forbids the taking of
private property for public use without
“just compensation.”

That constitutional right is far from
clear-cut. For example, the courts have
ruled that if a restriction is placed on
the land to carry out a public purpose,
there is not'necessarily a “taking,” and
compensation is not necessarily
required. It depends on the public
purpose and how much the value of the
land is reduced.

Quite naturally, federal courts have
traditionally deferred to local and state
authorities so that problems may be
negotiated among neighbors and
appealed to local agencies and courts,
which can best evaluate the
community’s interests. If an agreement
cannot be reached through local
government or the circuit courts, then a
federal appeal is always available. But
rarely is that the proper place to start.

The existing system is tilted toward
solving property rights’ problems locally
whenever possible. That’s the way it
should stay.

M State Rep. Sheryl Albers, R-North
Freedom, is Sponsoring five bills that,
collectively, would have a dramatic
effect on how local governments go
about making land-use and zoning
decisions. This package of bills deserves
a long, hard look, not a hurry-up
hearing followed by a committee rubber
stamping. -

The Albers package was introduced
Feb. 19, and public hearings will be
beld today. That is not enough time for
people to carefully assess the bills,
although both the Wisconsin Alliance of
Cities and the League of Wisconsin
Munici_palities have voiced concerns. .

Behind the bills is a belief that local
governments — mainly ¢ities — are
somehow abusing theijr planning and
zoning powers and infringing upon the
rights of property owners.

OUR OPINION .
use in local hands -

" killing a fly with a sledgehammer. One

. than

. Wisconsin Supreme Court. Local plans !

Wheneverpossi»le,pmpertylights !
problems should be solved at the local |
level, not in federal courtrooms. !

That may be true in some cases, but
the bills proposed by Albers are akin to

bill (AB 806) would require local
governments to contract with two
certified appraisers every time a
proposed government action might
affect the value of a property. That’s
more bureaucracy and more costs for
taxpayers, who would be paying more

g‘SOO for every set of appraisals.

Another bill (AB 809) would eliminate

compliance with any local “master
plan” as a requirement for plat
approval. This would overturn 40 years
of practice and a 1997 ruling by the

are not sacrosanct, but neither should ’
they be ignored. i

Everyone has a stake in solid land-
use planning and zoning. Across
Wisconsin, there are signs that
cooperative approaches to development
challenges can work. Congress can help
by adhering to federalist principles and
letting local and state governments
decide. The state can help by ensuring a
level playing field. That requires
careful legislation, not bills that attempt
to fly under the public radar.
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